AcTA ANAESTH. BEL., 2026, 77 (2): 89

The history of Anesthesiology in Belgium
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Although the first anesthesia in Belgium was reported already in 1847, it was only after World War I1, that the medical
specialism of anaesthesiology was formally established and officially recognized in the country. Before, providing
anesthesia was left to students, nurses or the most junior (surgery) trainees'?.

Testimonies of the first steps and the evolution of the specialism of anesthesia in Belgium remain scarce. There is
the excellent master after master work of Dr. Lien Jakus available on Youtube, which gives a glimpse of this journey
with testimonies of persons who were part of or were the first witnesses of this development’.

Last year two of the remaining academic direct witnesesses of the starting years of the specialty of anesthesiology in
Belgium, Prof. Dr Georges Rolly and Prof. Dr. Frédéric Camu passed away*’. At that time it became apparent that the
history of the evolution of our specialty has never been systematically reported. So we considered it to be appropriate
to collect — as much as possible — information and data about this history.

To get a balanced overview about this history, all Belgian university centers were asked to write the story of the
start of anesthesia in their center. In this issue of the Acta Anaesthesiologica Belgica you will find contributions about
the history of the BeSARPP, the APSAR, the journal Acta Anaesthesiologica Belgica and the start and development
of the specialty of anesthesiology in the different academic centers with an overview on how individual centers have
contributed to the development of anesthesia nationally, but also internationally.

We realize that this may only reflect a part of the story of anesthesia in Belgium and therefore we welcome additional
contributions about hospitals or individuals who may have played a role in the history of anesthesia in Belgium.
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